
Statistical Policy
Working Paper 22

Report on Statistical Disclosure 
Limitation Methodology

Prepared by
Subcommittee on Disclosure Limitation Methodology

Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology

Statistical Policy Office
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

Office of Management and Budget

May 1994



MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL COMMITTEE ON
STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY

(May 1994)

Maria E. Gonzalez, Chair
Office of Management and Budget

Yvonne M. Bishop Daniel Melnick
Energy Information Substance Abuse and Mental
  Administration   Health Services Administration

Warren L. Buckler Robert P. Parker
Social Security Administration Bureau of Economic Analysis

Cynthia Z.F. Clark Charles P. Pautler, Jr.
National Agricultural Bureau of the Census
  Statistics Service

David A. Pierce
Steven Cohen Federal Reserve Board
Administration for Health
  Policy and Research Thomas J. Plewes

Bureau of Labor Statistics
Zahava D. Doering
Smithsonian Institution Wesley L. Schaible

Bureau of Labor Statistics
Roger A. Herriot
National Center for Fritz J. Scheuren
  Education Statistics Internal Revenue Service

C. Terry Ireland Monroe G. Sirken
National Computer Security National Center for
  Center   Health Statistics

Charles G. Jones Robert D. Tortora
Bureau of the Census Bureau of the Census

Daniel Kasprzyk Alan R. Tupek
National Center for National Science Foundation
  Education Statistics

Nancy Kirkendall
Energy Information
  Administration



i

PREFACE

The Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology was organized by
OMB in 1975 to investigate issues of data quality affecting
Federal statistics.  Members of the committee, selected by OMB on
the basis of their individual expertise and interest in
statistical methods, serve in a personal capacity rather than as
agency representatives.  The committee conducts its work through
subcommittees that are organized to study particular issues.  The
subcommittees are open by invitation to Federal employees who
wish to participate.  Working papers are prepared by the
subcommittee members and reflect only their individual and
collective ideas.

The Subcommittee on Disclosure Limitation Methodology was formed
in 1992 to update the work presented in Statistical Policy
Working Paper 2, Report on Statistical Disclosure and Disclosure-
Avoidance Techniques published in 1978.  The Report on
Statistical Disclosure Limitation Methodology, Statistical Policy
Working Paper 22, discusses both tables and microdata and
describes current practices of the principal Federal statistical
agencies.  The report includes a tutorial, guidelines, and
recommendations for good practice; recommendations for further
research; and an annotated bibliography.  The Subcommittee plans
to organize seminars and workshops in order to facilitate further
communication concerning disclosure limitation.

The Subcommittee on Disclosure Limitation Methodology was chaired
by Nancy Kirkendall of the Energy Information Administration,
Department of Energy.
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