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PREFACE

The Federal Committee on Statistical Mthodol ogy was organi zed by
OMB in 1975 to investigate issues of data quality affecting
Federal statistics. Menbers of the comrittee, selected by OVB on
the basis of their individual expertise and interest in
statistical nethods, serve in a personal capacity rather than as
agency representatives. The commttee conducts its work through
subconmittees that are organized to study particular issues. The
subconmittees are open by invitation to Federal enployees who

wi sh to participate. Wrking papers are prepared by the

subconm ttee nmenbers and reflect only their individual and

col l ective ideas.

The Subcommittee on Disclosure Limtation Methodol ogy was forned
in 1992 to update the work presented in Statistical Policy
Wor ki ng Paper 2, Report on Statistical Disclosure and Disclosure-
Avoi dance Techni ques published in 1978. The Report on
Statistical Disclosure Limtation Methodol ogy, Statistical Policy
Wor ki ng Paper 22, discusses both tables and m crodata and

descri bes current practices of the principal Federal statistical
agencies. The report includes a tutorial, guidelines, and
recommendati ons for good practice; recommendations for further
research; and an annotated bi bliography. The Subconm ttee pl ans
to organi ze sem nars and workshops in order to facilitate further
comuni cation concerning disclosure linmtation.

The Subcomittee on Disclosure Limtation Methodol ogy was chaired
by Nancy Kirkendall of the Energy Information Adm nistration,
Departnent of Energy.
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