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Foreword

ology (FCSM)'s Working Paper series, is the written record of the

Data Editing Workshop and Exposition, held on March 22, 1996,
at the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Conference and Training Center.
This conference was over a year in planning, by an Organizing Commit-
tee that was an outgrowth of the FCSM's Subcommittee on Data Editing.
From an initial plan of ten or 20 papers and computer software demon-
strations, and perhaps 100 attendees, the registrations and submissions kept
growing until the final program consisted of 44 oral presentations and 19
software demonstrations an data editing, with over 500 conference at-
tendees. This success is probably due to several causes, not the least of
which were the many outstanding contributions by the authors whose work
appears in this volume. Perhaps the high participation level also SUggests
that data editing has been an overlooked area in the work of Federal, state,
and international statistical agencies, as well as private-sector organiza-
tions.

T his volume, No. 25 in the Federal Committee on Statistical Method-

From the start it was our intention to plan and produce this confer-
ence on as close to a zero budget as possible. Our holding this goal seemed
to foster an atmosphere of cooperation in which contributions and offers
of assistance came forth from numerous sources and at the times they
were most needed. From the early publicity provided by several agencies
and collaborating organizations to the preparation by IRS of the works
published in this volume, donations of time and effort were most gener-
ous. The BLS staff was truly outstanding in anticipating and handling the
many physical arrangements for the Workshop. And the agencies listed
as affiliations of the Organizing Committee members all contributed vary-
ing degrees of staff time towards ensuring the success of this conference.




Foreword (cont'd)

We began the planning of the Data
Editing Workshop and Exposition un-
der the guidance of the FCSM and its
founding chairperson, Maria Elena
Gonzalez. After an illness, Maria
passed away earlier this year and, while
the FCSM continued its sponsorship of
the conference and these Proceedings,
Maria Gonzalez' departure is a deep
personal and professional loss to all of
us. Her career as a Federal govemn-
ment statistician spanned a quarter cen-
tury, during which she made many con-
tributions to improving the guality of

A Dedication in Memory of
Maria Elena Gonzalez

Federal (and international) statistics. She did this both directly and as an
outstanding leader in bringing forth and leveraging the talents of others for
the many valuable statistical projects and conferences that she initiated. The
editors would like to dedicate this Proceedings volume to Maria Gonzalez'
memory, as was done by the Organizing Committee for the conference itself.

The next few pages contain the table of contents, followed by the con-
ference contributions themselves. The conference program, including the list
of sponsors and additional acknowledgments, is reproduced in an appendix.

David Fierce and Mark Pierzchala, Chairs
Organizing Committee for the Data
Editing Workshop and Exposition

Wendy Alvey and Bettye Jamerson, Editors
Proceedings of the Data Editing Workshop
and Exposition

DeceMBER 1996
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