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Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages 

(QCEW)  

1. QCEW Basics/Applications

2. Mapping Resources

3. QCEW Data Viewer/Open Data



QCEW Basics: 
 Quarterly census of employers: 9.5 million 

establishments

 BLS/State cooperative program using 
administrative data

 Admin data plus: millions spent improving the raw 
data

 Geocoded: Latitude/longitude, based on physical 
address or zip

 Publication: industry by county, 6 months after quarter

 Matching: Many products possible using EIN and other 
fields.



QCEW Applications: 
 Many possible natural experiments

1,109 NAICS industries x 3,000 counties = 3.3 
million series

Local wages as alternate measure of labor market 
tightness

Wage LQ as measure of local differential demand

Tale of two counties: break MSAs into component 
counties



State and County Map App



Evac Zone Maps/Tabs



QCEW Data Viewer
 Front end:  provides 100% of QCEW data for 2012-

forward

 Input: QCEW Open Data CSV files

 Technology: Javascript

 Outputs:  Tables by area or industry

 Frame: designed to provide additional outputs in 
future



Data Viewer Home



Data Viewer Output



QCEW Data Viewer—
coming soon

 County Tables: released 6/14

 Location Quotients by employment and wages: released 
1/15

 Establishment Size Tables: released 1/15

 Multi-period Tables : released 6/15

 Data Graphics : released______________

 Shift/share, cluster calculator: released ______________



QCEW Open Data Files
 QCEW response to May 2013 Open Data directive

 CSV format: 33,400 tiny files per year

Sliced by area: US, State, MSA, County

Sliced by industry: Every industry, every level

 Directly addressable:  Effectively a static API.  Slices 
can be read directly by apps. 

 Code samples: R, SAS, VBA/XL, JS, PHP, Perl, Python, 
C#



Open Data Home



QCEW Links

 Home page: http://www.bls.gov/cew

 State and County Map App:
http://beta.bls.gov/maps/cew/us

 Hurricane Evacuation Zone Maps and Tables:
http://www.bls.gov/cew/hurricane_zones/home.htm

 QCEW Data Viewer: 
http://www.bls.gov/cew/apps/data_views/data_views.
htm#tab=Tables

 QCEW Open Data: 
http://www.bls.gov/cew/opendata.htm
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Contact Information

David Hiles 
Chief,

QCEW Current Data Analysis Branch
Hiles.David@bls.gov

(202) 691-6561
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